NUMERACY NEWSPAPER – TEACHER NOTES

Opener – 5 mins

This is an activity that should encourage teamwork and discussion.  It should also develop many skills including handling data and scan reading as well as interpreting information in a variety of formats.  Pupils can often see the purpose of maths when it is ‘real-life’.  Most pupils should be able to relate to this activity as many if not all will get a local free paper.  These ideas should be initially discussed.  Where do we see maths around us? Etc…

Arrange the class into groups of three or four.

Give each group:
2 question sheets




2 newspapers




some paper to write the answers on

Main – 35 - 40 mins

For the main activity, the pupils should work in teams and a points system should be in operation.

At the end of the lesson run through the answers.  One point should be awarded for the correct answer to the questions on the worksheet.  The winning team should be given some reward, you decide!

The answers to the sheet are:

1. American Drifters

2. £37

3. 50%

4. 84 hours

5. £7.99 a square metre

6. £95.88

7. Overhead projector

8. The Matrix

9. 2 meals for £27.90

10. 40p each = £2.00 extra

11. £757

12. Teaching

13. £595

14. (01709) 710709 = 41 in total

15. 10.00pm

16. 30

17. £69

18. Articles for Sale : Automatic Washer : £100 = square number!

19. 12½ hours (Nursery)

20. Teach in September (0845)6010835 = 40

Plenary – 5 mins

This is a chance to swap answer sheets and go through the answers.

If you wish to set homework from this, you could get the pupils to find: a fraction, a decimal, a square number, triangle number etc… from their own newspapers.

