
You need to know the following definitions as a basis for our work on data handling.

· Raw data is information that has been collected but has not yet been organised in any way.

· Data that can take any values within a given range is called Continuous data.  This includes heights, temperatures, lengths and masses.

· Data that can only take a particular values  (such as whole or half numbers) is called discrete data.  This includes the number of children, separate colours and shoe sizes.

· Quantitative data can only take numerical values such as length, mass, temperature and capacity.

· Qualitative data measures qualities such as colour, taste, shade or touch.

· Primary data is collected as part of a statistical investigation such as a census or survey.

· Secondary data is data that already exists.  Once primary data has been collected and processed it becomes secondary.  Examples include information given by government departments, businesses and market research companies.
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